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Community Fund Terms and Conditions 

Making a difference because we care.  

Our Community Fund supports eligible individuals and local clubs, groups, organisations and schools. Please 
read the guidance below before applying. 

Who can apply 

Individuals are eligible if they live or work within our common bond. Local clubs, groups, organisations and 
schools are eligible if they are based and active within that area. 

Anyone living or working in Causeway Coast & Glens or Mid & East Antrim, or within a 10-mile radius of 
Antrim town. 

Organisations must be based and active within this area. Their application should explain where they operate 
and how the proposed funding relates to the people or activities they support there. 

• National or regional organisations are not eligible to apply. 

• Separate teams or sections within the same organisation cannot submit their own applications. The 
organisation must apply as a whole. 

We make the final decision on whether an application is eligible. 

Application limits and previous recipients 

Only one application per person or organisation is permitted in each financial year, from 1 October to 30 
September, regardless of the number of application windows. 

If you or your organisation has received Community Fund support before, at least 12 months must have 
passed since the funding was received before you apply again. Both this waiting period and the financial-year 
application limit apply. 

Starting a new financial year or opening a new application window does not remove the 12-month waiting 
period. Previous funding does not guarantee that a future application will be successful. 

For an organisation application, the annual limit and waiting period apply to the organisation, not its contact 
person. Providing requested information or correcting an existing application does not count as a new 
application. 

Application windows 

Applications must be submitted during one of the published opening periods. The proposed 2026/27 windows 
are: 

Round Opening date Closing date 

Autumn 1 October 2026 15 November 2026 

Winter 1 January 2027 15 February 2027 

Spring 1 March 2027 15 April 2027 

Early summer 1 May 2027 15 June 2027 

Late summer 1 August 2027 31 August 2027 

 

Closing a window pauses new applications. Applications already received continue through assessment and, 
if successful, payment. We will publish any changes to the opening periods on our website. 
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Applying and assessment 

How to apply 

Use our official online application form or contact us for an alternative application form. Tell us whether you 
are applying as an individual or on behalf of an organisation, and complete the questions relevant to you. 

Please complete all relevant questions accurately. We may contact you for further information before your 
application can be assessed. An application cannot be fully assessed until the information we need has been 
provided. 

If you are asking for support towards an event, project or activity, apply before it starts and allow time for a 
decision and payment. Do not assume funding will be awarded or paid before your planned date. 

Supporting information 

Explain the amount requested, the relevant costs, who will benefit and the difference the funding would make. 
We may request further information or supporting documents, such as a quote or cost breakdown, where 
needed to assess your request. We will explain how to provide these. 

How we choose 

We consider each application on its own merits using the following criteria. These apply to individuals and 
organisations. 

Our purpose. How the request supports our purpose, “Making a difference because we care”. 

Benefit and difference. The benefit to the individual or local community and the difference the funding would 
make. An individual request can show meaningful personal benefit without reaching a large number of people. 

Need and costs. Why support is needed and how the amount requested relates to the proposed costs. 

Clear and achievable use. Whether the activity or intended use of funding is clear and achievable. 

Available funding and fair spread. The funding available and how we support a fair spread of recipients and 
activities across our common bond. 

An individual application does not need to benefit a large number of people. A clear explanation of meaningful 
benefit to the applicant is sufficient for us to consider it alongside the other criteria. 

Our fund is limited, so we may not be able to support every application or award the full amount requested. All 
eligibility and funding decisions are final. 

Decisions and payments 

We assess applications regularly during opening periods. We aim to communicate a decision and, for 
successful applications, make payment within four weeks of receiving a complete application. This is a target, 
not a guarantee. If we need further information or payment details, we will explain what is needed and let you 
know if the target date changes. 

We will use the contact details in your application to communicate the outcome or request further information. 
Successful applicants must provide any payment details we request before payment can be completed. 
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Receiving and using support 

If your application is successful 

We will explain any specific requirements when we confirm your funding. Depending on the request, we may 
ask you to attend a presentation, acknowledge our support in relevant publicity or tell us how the funding was 
used and the difference it made. 

We may also invite you to take part in photographs or share a story about the support. For individual 
recipients, we will discuss and agree any identifying publicity before publication. 

Using your funding 

Funding must be used for the purpose described in your application. If your plans change, contact us before 
using the funding for something different. Using funding for another purpose without agreement may affect 
your or your organisation’s ability to receive support in future. 

Sharing the difference made 

We may share details of successful awards to organisations, including the organisation’s name, amount 
awarded and what the funding supports. We may ask for an update or photographs showing how the funding 
helped. Identifying information or photographs about individual recipients will be discussed and agreed before 
publication. 

Important conditions 

• Awards depend on the funding available. Applying does not guarantee an award. 

• We may decline an application or withdraw an award if information is incorrect or funding is not used for 
the agreed purpose. 

• We may make changes to the Community Fund or these Terms & Conditions. Any change to application 
windows will be published on our website. 

• Our decisions on eligibility and awards are final. 

By applying 

Individual applicants confirm that their information is accurate, any funding will be used for the stated purpose, 
and they have read and agree to these Terms & Conditions. 

Applicants representing organisations additionally confirm that they are authorised to apply on the 
organisation’s behalf. 

All applicants acknowledge the financial-year application limit and the 12-month waiting period for previous 
recipients. 

Your information 

We will use the information you provide to assess and manage your Community Fund application and contact 
you about it. Please read our Privacy Notice https://evolvecu.co.uk/privacy-notices for information about how 
we handle personal data. 

Thank you for your interest in the Community Fund. 

https://evolvecu.co.uk/privacy-notices
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